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Featuring:

Gerald Curtis, Burgess Professor Emeritus of Political Science, Columbia University;
Chairman, Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation; Distinguished Research Fellow, Tokyo
Foundation for Policy Research; Member of the Board of Directors, Japan Society; Core Faculty,
Center on Japanese Economy and Business, Columbia Business School

Heizo Takenaka, Professor Emeritus, Keio University; Professor, Toyo University; Member

of the Policy Council under the Abe administration; former Minister of State for Internal Affairs
and Communication and for Economic and Fiscal Policy in the Koizumi administration

On September 16, 2020, CJEB was a co-sponsor for a live webinar featuring Gerald Curtis and
Heizo Takenaka, with opening remarks from Merit Janow, dean at Columbia University’s School
of International and Public Affairs, and Joshua Walker, president & CEO of Japan Society. In this
webinar, the speakers offered their insights into the current landscape of Japanese politics, the
prospects for domestic and foreign policy under the new administration, and implications for
U.S.-Japan relations. They discussed what Prime Minister Suga needs to do to win a regular three
year term as party leader 12 months from now and continue as the nation's prime minister, when
he is likely to call for a lower house election, specific policies that are likely to be at the top of his
agenda, and how Japan's politics will evolve in the post-Abe era. This event was co-sponsored by
Japan Society; the School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University; and the APEC
Study Center, Columbia University. To view the video recording of the webinar, please visit
https://youtu.be/dTiYAAetQys.
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