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Japan’s population is projected to fall by about a quarter by 2060 while the share of elderly rises 
to 39%, reducing the number of working-age persons to 1.3 per elderly person. The demographic 
shift threatens Japan’s ability to fulfill its commitment to provide universal health and long-term 
care and pensions for the elderly. Dr. Jones believes that meeting this commitment requires a 
comprehensive strategy to limit the decline in the labor force, boost labor productivity and 
implement effective macroeconomic policies. He discussed the issues associated with Japan’s 
shrinking and aging population and potential strategies to cope. To view the recording of the 
event, please visit https://youtu.be/xgLBcGEEoSI.       
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